
Guidelines for 
Submissions

This document has been created 
to provide some guidance on 
what kinds of work the judges 
are looking for when they review 
entries to the Young Artists’ 
Summer Show. Although we 
encourage you to read through 
the following suggestions, our 
priority is to ensure that any 
young artist is supported to 
create and submit a piece of  
work that comes most naturally  
to them.



The Young Artists’ Summer 
Show could be a great 
opportunity to engage with 
your students remotely, and 
a project for them to work on 
over the next few weeks of 
lockdown, and beyond. There 
is no theme to the exhibition, 
and we accept artworks in 
any medium at all, so your 
students have the opportunity 
to create a piece of work that 
truly expresses their own 
creative voice.

For teachers

To get them started, it might 
be worth asking them to scroll 
through the artworks from 
previous exhibitions.

Here are some tips to help you 
along:

The kinds of artworks that 
have been chosen in the past 
illustrate a young artists’ creative 
imagination, originality and skill. 
Although many great artists 
‘copy’ in creative ways, we 
would advise against submitting 
artworks that closely reproduce 
another artist’s work or ideas, like 
popular cartoon characters, for 
example.

If you intend to submit artworks 
for each student in your class, we 
advise against submitting works 
that are visually similar, if possible

Each submission can include a 
short statement to accompany 
the work. This statement 
should add context to the work 
and often helps the judges 
understand the work better. 
Wherever possible, the statement 
should be written by the artist in 
question and should attempt to 
include information about why 
they created the work and what it 
means to them.

How the artwork is photographed 
is also very important and 
could influence the way that 
the artwork is viewed by the 
judges. Please read through our 
separate document titled ‘How to 
photograph your work’ for some 
helpful tips and tricks.

Have fun with it! 

Supporting young artists to 
create and submit original 
artworks is an achievement and 
something worth celebrating 
regardless of whether they’re 
selected to be part of our 
exhibition.

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibitions/2020


This could be a great way to 
get creative at home during 
lockdown and beyond. There 
is no theme to the exhibition, 
and we accept artworks in any 
medium at all, so your young 
artist has  the opportunity to 
create a piece of work that 
truly expresses their own 
creative voice.

For parents

If you’re seeking inspiration, it 
might be helpful to scroll through 
the selected artworks from 
previous exhibitions. 

Here are some tips to help you 
along:

The judges are looking for 
artworks that are original and 
illustrate the young artists’ 
imagination, creativity and skill. 
Although many great artists 
‘copy’ in creative ways, we 
would advise against submitting 
artworks that closely reproduce 
another artist’s work or ideas, like 
popular cartoon characters, for 
example.

Each submission includes a 
short statement to accompany 
the work. This statement should 
help to add context to the work 
and often helps the judges 
understand the work better. 
Wherever possible, the statement 
should be written by the artist in 
question and should attempt to 
include information about why 
they created the work and what it 
means to them.

How the work is photographed 
is also very important and 
could influence the way that 
the artwork is viewed by the 
judges. Please read through our 
separate document titled ‘How to 
Photograph Your Work’ for some 
helpful tips and tricks.

Have fun with it! 

Supporting your young artist to 
create and submit an original 
artwork is an achievement and 
something worth celebrating 
regardless of whether or not 
it’s selected to be part of our 
exhibition.

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibitions/2020


The Young Artists’ Summer 
Show is a great opportunity 
for you to have your work 
displayed at the RA and 
online!

For students

If you don’t know where to 
begin, it might be worth finding 
inspiration by looking through the 
artworks that were chosen in 
previous exhibitions.

Here are some tips to help you 
along:

There is no theme to the 
exhibition, and we accept 
artworks of any kind. You could 
make a drawing, a painting or a 
print, take a photograph, make 
a sculpture, create a textile 
piece, shoot a video, submit a 
performance piece. The choice is 
yours!

The judges are looking for 
artworks that are original to you. 
It’s best not to submit works that 
are a copy of another artists’ 
image, or drawings of characters 
that already exist, such as 
cartoon characters.

We are interested in seeing your 
personality, imagination, thoughts 
and feelings coming out through 
the work.

When you submit your artwork, 
we ask you to include a short 
written statement about the 
work. Sometimes this statement 
can really help us understand 
what the artwork is about and 
why you have made it. Try to be 
as honest as you can in the 
statement, and let us know why 
you’ve made the work and what 
it means to you.

Have fun with it! 

Making art shouldn’t be about 
winning prizes, it should be 
about expressing yourself in 
the way that comes naturally 
to you. And creating an original 
piece of work and submitting 
it into the competition is an 
accomplishment to be proud of.

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/exhibitions/2020


Here are some good examples of original ideas 
and interesting descriptions from last year’s 
exhibition...

Halloween Party, Yinglung, Year 1

It was a card created for Halloween. 
I painted the pumpkins to be both 
spooky and funny. I also designed a 
rainbow ghost to make it less scary. 
The ladders on the houses were for 
children to get in and out so they 
wouldn’t need to ask for Rapunzel’s 
help.

Journeys, Tasmin, Year 9

I made this artwork in response to 
the theme of Memories, Narratives 
and Collections. I used my first in-
dependent bus journey as a starting 
point for the project, remembering 
the excitement of traveling alone for 
the first time.

Galaxy of Aliens, Harry, Year 2

I like giving the aliens detail and 
making them look good. I like giving 
their heads the most detail because 
that’s the bit of the body you look at 
first.

Dappled Light, Lois, Year 13

I was fascinated with the light that fell on this landscape and thought the colours of 
the normally dark, unwelcome place were brought to life by the sun, which intensified 
the colour of the brick and the surrounding branches and trees. This painting derived 
from the idea of degrading memories reflected in architecture. I thought this run down 
structure was relevant as it would have once been of importance in its environment but 
over time, has collapsed and is no longer needed or remembered and has grown with 
its surroundings to blend in, despite its contrasting man made features. I thought this 
was like the loss and deterioration of memories which fade but don’t become any less 
beautiful or significant.

Elements, Oscar, Year 6

I like to dance breakdance. My 
sculpture represents the sounds 
I hear (the funnel at the top), the 
movements I make (propeller at the 
bottom) and the colours I feel when 
breakdancing. The blank yellow 
sections represent the moves I 
haven’t learnt yet.



If you would like further 
support in submitting your 
work, please contact the 
YASS team by emailing 

YASS@royalacademy.org.uk


